Annotated Bibliography

ﺑﺒﻠﻴﻮﺟﺮاﻓﻴﺎ ﺷﺎرﺣﺔ

An annotated bibliography provides a brief account of the available research on a given
topic. It helps you get acquainted on research on a specific topic. It is a list of research
sources that includes concise descrip ons and evalua ons of each source. The annota on
usually contains a brief summary of content and a short analysis or evalua on.

The Objectives of the Annotative Bibliography






Enhance your skills in literature search
Determine the scope of sources available on the topic
Review the literature on a par cular topic
Explore and organize sources for further research
Highlight sources that could be useful to other researchers

What does it look like?
An annotated bibliography starts with the bibliographic details of a source (the

cita on) followed by a brief

annota on. As with a normal reference list or bibliography, an annotated bibliography is usually arranged alphabe cally according to the author’s last name. An annotated bibliography summary should be about 100 - 200
words per cita on, but could possibly reach as few as 50 words in certain few circumstances.
The preferred cita on style is the APA style (The American Psychological Associa on). Nevertheless, the student
may choose a diﬀerent style such as MLA (The Modern Language Associa on) or another style depending on their
preference. What is important is that all cita ons follow the same style and be wri en exact and accurate without
style, content, or gramma cal errors.

Sample
The contents of the annota on

ARC714: Independent Study (Spring 2012)—Prof. Hisham Gabr & Colleagues
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T

he following contents can all be included or partly included depending on the source, the word limit
and the important elements that you wish to include or highlight.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Full bibliographic cita on (a must include)
Background of author (op onal)
Content and scope
The main argument (a must include)
The research methods used
The intended audience
Iden fy any dis nguishing features
Main or relevant conclusions
Usefulness to topic or research in general
Relevance to your topic
Strength and limita ons

SOME
OR ALL

12. Your view or reac on

Condi ons for the References
A er a thorough search you should COLLECT as many as 100
reference. MORE than HALF should be refereed ar cles from
interna onal journals, the remaining could be books, theses &
disserta ons, conference publica ons, unpublished reports, etc.

Stages of submission
Assignment 2A (Work in progress) - Submit an ini al list of references: the purpose is to iden fy
the scope of available sources on your chosen subject and poten al problems of the process
of literature search
Due date: Sunday 18-3-2012
Assignment 2B (Work in progress) – Ini al/Incomplete Annotated Bibliography: the purpose is to
check upon your progress with the reading and wri ng of the annota ons prior to final submission
Due date: Sunday 1-4-2012
ASSIGNMENT 2 – The

Annotated Bibliography (Full and Complete)

Due date: Sunday 15-4-2012

Looking forward for a rigorous submission—Prof. Hisham Gabr & Colleagues
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